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Introduction

1.1

1.1.1

1.1.2

1.1.3

1.1.4

1.1.5

Application Document Ref: 8.3.2(AC)

Purpose of this Statement of Common Ground

This Statement of Common Ground (‘SoCG’) has been prepared to support an
application (the ‘Application’) for a Development Consent Order (‘DCO’) from the
Secretary of State for Energy Security and Net Zero under Section 37 of the
Planning Act 2008 (PA 2008) for the proposed Stonestreet Green Solar Farm (the
‘Project’). The Application has been submitted by EPL 001 Limited (the ‘Applicant’).

This SoCG has been prepared between (1) the Applicant and the Environment
Agency (‘EA’) (jointly referred to as the ‘Parties’). It has been prepared in
accordance with The Planning Act 2008: Examination stage for Nationally
Significant Infrastructure Projects Guidance .

The EA is listed as a prescribed consultee in Schedule 1 of the Infrastructure
Planning (Applications: Prescribed Forms and Procedure) Regulations 20092 and
so has been consulted during the preparation of the Application and following its
acceptance.

The Examining Authority has requested that the SoCG include the following matters
as set out in the Rule 6 Letter [PD-004] (Dated 22 October 2024) (Annex G).

= EIA Methodology

= Water environment and flood risk, including ground and surface water
protection, drainage, geology and soils

= Climate change effects

= Various Environment Management Plans, both during construction and
operation

= Any ‘Shadow’ licence applications
= The DCO

This document has also been prepared in the context of the Initial Assessment of
Principal Issues (Annex C), in particular:

= the use of land which are areas situated within Flood Zone 2 and Flood
Zone 3, for the project, the sequential and exception tests and ensuring no
increase to flood risk downstream;

= the methodology for the installation of the cable by either using existing
cable ducts or Horizontal Directional Drilling and effects on water quality
from this installation;

= -effects on water quality from the construction and decommissioning phases
= effects of surface water runoff from compounds; and
= effects on Flood Storage areas.

Planning Inspectorate Scheme Ref: EN01035
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1.1.6 It is agreed that any matters not specifically referred to in the final version of this
SoCG are not of material interest or relevance to the representations submitted to
the Examining Authority by the EA (the ‘Representations’) and therefore have not
been considered in this document.

1.1.7 This SoCG has been produced to confirm to the Examining Authority where
agreement has been reached between the Parties, where agreement has not been
reached (and that is the parties’ final position) and where discussions are still
ongoing. This SoCG will be revised and updated as discussions between the Parties
progress during the Examination.

1.2 Description of the Project

1.2.1 The Project comprises the construction, operation and maintenance, and
decommissioning of solar photovoltaic ('PV') arrays and energy storage, together
with associated infrastructure and an underground cable connection to the existing
National Grid Sellindge Substation.

1.2.2 The Project will include a generating station (incorporating solar arrays) with a total
capacity exceeding 50 megawatts (‘MW’). The agreed grid connection for the
Project will allow the export and import of up to 99.9 MW of electricity to the grid.
The Project will connect to the existing National Grid Sellindge Substation via a new
132 kilovolt (‘kV’) substation constructed as part of the Project and cable connection
under the Network Rail and High Speed 1 (‘HS1’) railway.

1.3 Current Position

1.3.1 Section 2 of this SOCG addresses the position of the Applicant and the EA, following
a series of meetings and discussions with respect to the key areas of the Project
and the Representations.

1.3.2 Thisis intended to be a ‘live’ document, and some aspects are still under discussion
between the Parties. The intention is to provide a final position in subsequent
versions of the SoCG, addressing and identifying where changes have been made
and ultimately both Parties agree on relevant points.

1.4 Record of Engagement

1.4.1 The Applicant has undertaken consultation and engagement with the EA throughout
the development of the Application. The Applicant consulted the EA, as a prescribed
consultee, in accordance with section 42 of The Planning Act (as amended) about
the Project and environmental impact assessment as part of the formal pre-
application consultation and publicity procedures. This process afforded the EA the
opportunity to provide responses to the information in various stages of the pre-
application process.

1.4.2 As highlighted in the EA Relevant-Representation{(RRWritten Representations
(‘WR’) (paras 1.2 and 1.3) [REP1-083], the Applicant has held extensive discussions

Application Document Ref: 8.3.2(AC)
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and has a positive working relationship with the ApplicantEA and a number of
alterations to the design were agreed during the design development.

1.4.3 Table 1.1 shows a summary of the meetings and correspondence that has taken
place between the Applicant (including consultants on its behalf) and the EA in

relation to the Application.

Table 1--1: Record of Engagement

Date Form of correspondence Key topics discussed and
outcomes (the topics should align
with the issues tables)

25 March to 29 Non-Statutory No comments received.
April 2022 Consultation 2022
18 May 2022 EIA Scoping - EA Response dated 26 May 2022

consultation response to
EIA Scoping Opinion
(response to the
Applicant’s request for a
Scoping Opinion
submitted to PINS on 19

(Ref: KT/2022/129574/01-L01)
provided after the statutory
deadline. Key issues:

= Flood risk

= Groundwater and contaminated

April 2022) land
= Fisheries, Biodiversity and
Geomorphology
e fdopebite 2o clop e blesomemonie coon o
April-2022 Consultation- 2022
25 October to 29 Statutory Consultation Key Topics:

November 2022 2022 (Preliminary
Environmental Information
Report) — EA consultation

= Flood risk and NPPF
= Environmental Permitting

response Regulations
= Crossings and HDD
10 May 2023 Meeting with EA planning Key Topics:

and flood teams

Application Document Ref: 8.3.2(AC)
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= Flood Data and Modelling
= Works within AFSA
= Crossings approach

Technical Note (SLR Ref:
425.064837.00001) dated 26 July
2023 was subsequently submitted
to the EA to address the issues
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Date Form of correspondence Key topics discussed and
outcomes (the topics should align
with the issues tables)

raised in the meeting.

13N I T ¥ ltati N i
e e Somebiees

e

e R coeohoes

12 June to 17 Statutory Consultation Key Topics:

July 2023 2023 (PEIR Addendum) = Flood risk

= Environmental Permitting
Regulations and river works

2 August 2023 EA Meeting Follow up meeting to discuss
Technical Note (SLR Ref:
425.064837.00001) dated 26 July
20262023.

Key Topics:

= Approach to the hydraulic
modelling and FRA

= Set-backs, crossings and
permits

30 August 2023 Correspondence with the Key Topics:

EA EA Partnership and Strategic

Overview teams comments to
Technical Note (SLR Ref:
425.064837.00001) and Fisheries,
Biodiversity and Geomorphology
(river setbacks and BNG).

Application Document Ref: 8.3.2(AC)
Planning Inspectorate Scheme Ref: EN01035
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Key topics discussed and
outcomes (the topics should align
with the issues tables)

8 February 2024

EA Meeting

Key Topics:

= Permitting and protective
provisions

= Use of HDD and risk
management

= Hydraulic modelling
= Protective provisions

12 February to
12 March 2024

Targeted Consultation
2024

=  No specific comments were
received.

27 February
2024

Draft documents issued
for EA comment

Draft SLR hydrology and hydraulic
modelling reports issued to the EA
for comment.

23 April 2024 EA correspondence The EA responseresponded to
draft SLR hydrology and hydraulic
modelling reports.

24 July 2024 EA Meeting Key Topics:

= Works in and around the AFSA

14 September
2024

EA correspondence

Key Topics:
= Meeting Minutes

=  AFSA standoff advice.

8 November
2024

Email with the EA

Issue Draft SoCG to the EA

13 November to
13 December
2024

Targeted Consultation
2023

No specific comments were
received.

22 November
2024

Email with the EA

The EA comments on Draft SoCG

5 December Email with the EA The EA comments on the
2024 Applicant’s revised Draft SoCG
7 January 2025 Email with the EA The EA’s request to be added as

Application Document Ref: 8.3.2(AC)
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Date Form of correspondence Key topics discussed and
outcomes (the topics should align
with the issues tables)

and was reflected in the D2

submission.

16 January 2025 Email with the EA The EA issued further comments
on the Draft SoCG.

29 January 2025 Email from the EA The EA lssuedissued further
comments on Draft SoCG.

12 February Meeting with the EA Meeting to discuss the

2025 outstanding matters in respect of

securing the FRA mitigation and
pollution control measures.

1.4.4 Additional correspondence relating to data request is not captured in Table 1.1.

1.4.5 It is agreed that this is an accurate record of the key meetings and consultation
undertaken between the Parties in relation to the issues addressed in this SoCG as
at the date of this SoCG.

1.5 Format of Document and Terminology

1.5.1  This SoCG has been structured to reflect matters and topics of interest to the EA in
relation to the Project as set out in the EA Representations.

1.5.2 Section 2 summarises the issues that are ‘agreed’, ‘not agreed’ or are ‘under
discussion’ under the topics of interest in tables as follows:

= Table 2.1: Flood Risk

= Table 2.2: Other Consents and Licences

= Table 2.3: Ecology

= Table 2.4: Groundwater and Contamination Land
= Table 2.5: Water Quality

= Table 2.6: Water Framework Directive Assessment

1.5.3 The following terminology is applied in Section 2:

= ‘Agreed’ indicates where the issue has been resolved (no colour).

= ‘Not Agreed’ indicates a position where both Parties have reached a final
position that a matter cannot be agreed between them.

= ‘Under Discussion’ indicates where points continue to be the subject of on-
going discussions between Parties.

Application Document Ref: 8.3.2(AC)
Planning Inspectorate Scheme Ref: EN01035



Statement of Common Ground with the Environment Agency

sssssssssssssssss——— - StONEstreet
Green Solar

1.5.4 For any issues that are 'Under Discussion', the Parties have also indicated the
likelihood that disagreement will remain by the end of the Examination using a “Low”
(Green), “Medium” (Amber) and “High” (Red) traffic light model, as requested in the

Rule 6 letter.

Application Document Ref: 8.3.2(AC) 9
Planning Inspectorate Scheme Ref: EN01035
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2 Areas of Discussion between the Parties
21 Flood Risk
Table 2--1: Flood Risk
Ref Relevant Description of EA Current Position Applicant’s Current Position Status
Application Matter
Document
2.1 RRWR Assessment of In accordance with the National The Applicant has provided its Agreed
National Policy Planning Policy Framework assessment of the Project in line with
(paragraphs 164178 and 465179), both the Sequential Test and the
the proposed development is Exception Test in Appendix 2:
appropriate provided that the site Sequential and Exception Test
meets the requirements of the Report of the Planning Statement
exception test. OurThe comments (Doc Ref. 7.6) [APP-151]. This
on the proposals relate to the part confirms that the requirements of
of the exception test that both tests have been satisfied in
demonstrates the development is accordance with NPS EN-1.
safe. The Examining authority Must | 1p0 | pa LasABC confirmed in-the
deeld' © “I'e.tl'e' o "s.t “'e. 'pnepesal SeCG-that the Sequential and
%WW%W Exception Test has been passed-— in
E E“E“.ts to-tne 5.5“"“&“"6 that the Statement of Common Ground
outweigh-ood-risk- with ABC (Doc Ref. 8.3.1(B)).
22112024 (EA)- TheAgreed,the
LPA have the final decision on
whether the sequential and
exception tests are passed.

Application Document Ref: 8.3.2(AC)
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Ref Relevant Description of EA Current Position Applicant’s Current Position Status
Application Matter
Document
2.2 RRWR Flood Risk The EA are satisfied with the Noted. Detailed feedback has been | Agreed
Assessment submitted Flood Risk Assessment | responded-to-inthesubsequent
(FRA) in principle (APP-094—Doc | sections-ofthis-Decument.Noted.
Hell S4-ervenmmenial esocoment
AssessmentyWe(A)). The EA have
=
I|e|“.e=ell tllellellel "l"'l"g resae SI a“dl.
22112024 (EA )Y Agreed-no further
comments.
2.3 RRWR Securing Cperonocpmnns el e e caende Embedded Mitigation within the Agreed
Mitigation poboiad e me S Lovis ceen design of the Project has-beenis set

I o e out in the Design Principles (Doc
So-corodenlipoocorcanen s Ref. 7.5(BC)) and is secured by
the-consented FRA-The-mitigation | Requirement 4 in Schedule 2

FRese e e e o (Detailed design approval) of the
implemented-priorto-operationand | Draft Development Consent Order
subsequently in accordance with (‘DCO’) (Doc Ref. 3.1(BE)). The

the scheme’s timing/phasing drainage scheme is set out in the
. The EA have Outline Operational Surface Water
reviewed and is satisfied with the Drainage Strategy (Doc Ref.

updated FRA and the measures 7.14(B))-whichC)) and is secured by
detailed in the consented FRA shall | Requirement 11 (Operational

be retained and maintained Surface Water Drainage Strategy) in
thereafter throughout the lifetime of | the Draft Development Consent
the development. OrderSchedule 2 of the dDCO (Doc

Ref. 3.1(DE)).

Application Document Ref: 8.3.2(AC)
Planning Inspectorate Scheme Ref: EN01035
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Ref Relevant Description of EA Current Position Applicant’s Current Position Status
Application Matter
Document
: )
ol I.1”292 l.(Eﬁ.’ ) Il tgl Fee-with stﬁatus
e
i e e
boon mpore sl oo e ol
defin o A e ces e
Cocbmende codoe Licoe s boy 0
24t0 | RRWR Issue 1 — Buried | Situation:-Buried-cables-around Drawing No. 142-02-18 (Rev 01) — | Agreed
2.6 Cables Aldington Flood Storage Area lllustrative Cable Trench Detail
would-actas-conduiisforseepage | Plan within the lllustrative Project
offlood-waters-and-surface-waters | Drawings (Doc Ref. 2.6(B})]2.6(B))
to-alternative-areas-orereatingnew | [REP3-004] shows illustrative
routes of diversion compromising construction details for different
the-effectiveness-of Aldington-Floed | cable types. The exact location of
Storage Area and natural cables is not known and will be
e confirmed as part of the detailed
Impact:Aldington-Flood-St designs submitted to discharge

Application Document Ref: 8.3.2(AC)
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Area-wouldAldington Flood Storage

Area could be compromised by
water channelling through cable
routes increasing flood and ground
water in areas that have not
previously been an issue or flood

Requirement 4 (Detailed design
approval) in Schedule 2 of the Draft
DCO (Doc Ref. 3.1(BE)).

Paragraph
4.8.10 of the Outline CEMP (Doc

Ref. 7.8(A)) [REP1-0441},] confirms
that, ‘once electrical cables are laid,

12
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Ref Relevant Description of EA Current Position Applicant’s Current Position Status

Application Matter
Document

waters diverting past the dam and all trenches will be backfilled and

hydrobrake. reinstated to the existing ground

Solution-T! licantshould level and seeded to reduce the risk

id | tor detailof of runoff of fine sediments into

| | cabl | | details of watercourses’.
the-construction-of the-channelsse | A Construction Method Statement for

therisk-of theseroutes-canbe cables within the AFSA and in its

properly-considered particularhy-the | vicinity would be provided as part of
routes near the dam and towards the detailed CEMP(s). The Applicant

sobmeonalesn e e il Lpe willupdatehas updated the Outline

22/44/2024 (EA)}A ith ctal CEMP (Doc Ref. 7.8(A)) [REP1-044]
i it finald o " | to include this requirement.

e eenll_unatlen that the-updates-to the

be keot as “Under di ion” until OQutline CEMP (Doc Ref-7.8(A))

we-havereviewed-the-updated tREP3-0dd}-are-aceeptable-

withFollowing the updated Outline
CEMP dated December 2024 (Doc
Ref. 7.8 (A)—We-note)), the EA are
satisfied with details of the planned
cable routes and the construction. It
is noted that the Environment
Ageney-hasEA have been added as
a statutory consultee for the
approval of the Detailed CEMP

Application Document Ref: 8.3.2(AC)
Planning Inspectorate Scheme Ref: EN01035
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Ref Relevant Description of EA Current Position Applicant’s Current Position Status
Application Matter
Document
secured by Requirement 6 of the
Draft DCO (Doc Ref. 3.1(C)) which
wethey are satisfied with. Status
2.7t0o | RRWR Issue 2 - Flood Situation: Paragraph 6.1.7 of the Some of the foundations for PV Agreed
2.9 Risk associated st o e loe cpe mounting structures could be pre-

with precast mounting structures’ refers to an cast reinforced concrete blocks or
concrete block alternative-option-ofusingpre-cast | similar selutionsolutions that are set
ballasts conerete-block-ballasts-wherepiled | on the ground surface.- This

L e e approach would only be necessary if
Paragraph-6-1-7of the FRA-states | archaeology is discovered that is
e required to be left in situ such that

that uses pre-cast reinforced piled foundations are not
conerete-blocks-or similarto-provide | appropriate;neting-thatno-evidence
ballast to support the PV panels of such archaeology has been
wieblebopene o slod identified-by. However, the

e application surveys-- have identified
(APP-094—Doc-6-4-Environmental | no such evidence. In the unlikely
Assessment-Appendix10-2-—Floed | event this is required within areas-of
Sl desossmmann the floodplain_areas, this would result

| £ T} : | in small and localised losses of flood
|' block ballast ldlead storage.

to-an-increase-in-offsite-flood-risk-as | The flood storage created through
the-precastconcrete-block-ballasts | the depressions included withinin the

take up a greater volume of the lllustrative Landscape Drawings
flood plain than the considered (Doc Ref. 2.7(B)) [REP3-005] would
piled foundations. more than compensate for these

Solution-T! licantshould small and isolated losses.

Application Document Ref: 8.3.2(AC)
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Ref Relevant Description of EA Current Position Applicant’s Current Position Status

Application Matter
Document

increased flood risk if precast The Outline OSWDS (Doc Ref.

concrete-block-ballastsweretobe | 7.14(BC)) and a

poocpnetnn Lo o e devee e requirementSchedule 2 Part 1

floodplain conveyance or loss of Requirement 11 in the Draft DCO

doce oforoon (Doc Ref. 3.1(B})-securesE)) secure

Application Document Ref: 8.3.2(AC)
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22/44/2024(EA) We-understandlt is

understood that it is unlikely that
foundations in the form of pre-cast
reinforced concrete blocks or similar
will be required and that there is
additional flood storage available.

detailed design approval of drainage
details by ABC. To address the
concern raised by the EA, the
Outline OSWDS (Doc Ref. 7.14(B}))
wilkbeC)) has also been updated to
include a commitment to ensure that
the Project would not result in a net

e
followi m Ided-“Outli loss of flood storage and that
OSWDS (Doc Ref. 7.44) will be appropriate compensation (if
upda%ed%n%ué&a%emmrtmenﬁe required) is in place before

that the Proiect 4ot construction.
resuitin-a-net Ies_s otflood stma_ge l_l'e Qutl_me OSWDS-{DosRef
E."'EI “'a.t app.le.puate compensation | 74 I(B. HHs “'e.“ SecHred by
i |ee|u||e_d) '_S,, !u!nllplaeel .be_lmel od | IE:equlllement "';tl'e B'alt; ter (L
Gend'me'n'e'd—. i - II n I. .| | E n y
04/12/2024 (EA) It is noted confirmation that the updates to the
thatFollowing the falFOSWDS-is s
securedreview of the updated feoconba o

Outline OSWDS (Doc Ref. 7.14(A))
as secure by Requirement 11 in the
Draft DCO, which-is-welcome-—The

tatus should be kent as. “Und

15
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Ref Relevant Description of EA Current Position Applicant’s Current Position Status
Application Matter
Document

i S ont I - I

eopededod cnip e O ML e o

i the Applicant
andEA are satisfied with it
16/01/2025 (EA) We have reviewed
droodbdae Cul e L S e
D
dldim o pen pelocles e
commitments stated in section
4.6.24 and 5.1.8 thatwhich ensure
that the Project would not result in a
net loss of flood storage from the
PV array frames/PV panel frames,
and that appropriate compensation
(if required) is in place before
construction.

Application Document Ref: 8.3.2(AC)
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Ref Relevant Description of EA Current Position Applicant’s Current Position Status
Application Matter
Document
v fiod with tho ol
Wlepotetheline Bavreqmeard
Ageney-hasThe EA have been
added as a statutory consultee for
the approval of the Detailed
OSWDS secured by Requirement
11 of the Draft DCO (Doc Ref.
3.1(C)) which wethe EA are
satisfied with.
2.10 RRWR Issue 3 - Flood SpabesThe t—oedelain None of the works proposed within Agreed
to 12 Storage Compensation level for Level the AFSA involve any build up in
Calculations Calculation’ table from "Annex D: ground levels.
%GWWWM The works proposed relate to;
ook alenlatone o bne LS
demonstrates-a-netincrease 1. Superficial treatments and
(4543 11+-m3)in-flood-storage vegetation management with a
downstream-of-the-Aldington-Flood commitment made that
Storage-Area-but-doesnotshow vegetation management will be
any-netincrease-within-Aldington ongoing with any accumulated

Flood-Sterage-Area-asreferenced material removed from the AFSA.
inthe Outline Operational-Surface Such work would therefore have

Water Drainage-Strategy a neutral impact on flood storage,
(COSWDS)-Paragraph 6-1-5-6Hthe | 5 The provision of fencing around
QQSWDSM EA the skylark area in Field 29 as
have reviewed and wetland-areas illustrated on the Illustrative
haveﬂbetlfkbeeprdesgned—te. : . Landscape Drawings (Doc Ref.
epboneebloc o ol oo 0

Application Document Ref: 8.3.2(AC)
Planning Inspectorate Scheme Ref: EN01035
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2.7(B))2.7(B)) [REP3-005]
(Sheet 3 of 5 - drawing number
011998.00001.712). The fence
posts would result in a negligible
loss of flood storage, but at a
level that would be difficult to
quantify.

3. The creation of ecological
scrapes and ponds as illustrated
on the lllustrative Landscape
Drawings (Doc Ref. 2.7(B))
[REP3-005] (Sheet 3 of 5 -
drawing number
011998.00001.712). These would
be formed by excavation only
with all spoil removed disposed of
outside of the AFSA. As such
these works would only increase
the available flood storage
volume.

4. The creation of the wetland area
which will receive storm runoff
from the Project Substation. This
will be formed by excavation and
will not involve impounding water
to a level above the existing
ground surfaces. As such the
formation of this feature can only
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Stat t of C G d with the Envi t Al
atement of Common Ground wi %eﬁrio‘nmen gency Stonestreet

Green Solar
Ref Relevant Description of EA Current Position Applicant’s Current Position Status
Application Matter
Document

Application Document Ref: 8.3.2(AC)

Planning Inspectorate Scheme Ref: EN01035

i of fluvial flood
available”.
22/11/2024 (EA)As outlined above
when-the-are satisfied with the
updated Outline OSWDS (Doc Ref.

16/01/2025 (EA) We have reviewed
the updated Outline OSWDS (Doc
Ref-7.14(A)) dated December 2024
section4-6-8. Section 4.6.8 of the
updated Outline OSWDS confirms
that the Project would not result in a
net loss of storage capacity with the
AFSA.

increase the volume of flood
storage available.

The net effect of these works will
clearly be an increase in the
available flood storage volume within
the AFSA. On-this-basis-no-further

within-ESES Volume 4, Appendix
10.2: Flood Risk Assessment (Doc
Ref 5.4(A)) [REP1-036] [REP1-037]
and [REP1-038}Fhe] has been

updated document-willbe-provided
byat Deadline 1-

to quantify the changes resulting
from items 2, 3 and 4 above. In

addition, the Applicant-will-also
amend-the-Outline OSWDS (Doc

Ref. 7.14(B))to-includeC)) includes

a commitment to ensure no net loss
of storage capacity within the AFSA.

”'eﬁ.’ ‘pp“.ea“tla“al'ts tl'e| EAS |
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Ref Relevant Description of EA Current Position Applicant’s Current Position Status
Application Matter
Document

alsl GI. P 'e"'ldes the-ber 'le.“t ell creating | Outline Qslwl B.S {Doc-Ret-7-14(B})

Additionally, we-havereviewedthe
EA are satisfied with the updated
Flood Risk Assessment (FRA) (Doc
Ref. 5.4(A)) dated-December-2024
which-rew includes level for level
flood storage calculations for the
land upstream of the AFSA
embankment shown in Appendix D
‘Upstream of AFSA Embankment:
Floodplain Compensation Level for
Level Calculations’. Section 11.3.9
of the FRA states “flood storage is

beopreore b p e S S o
L 684m3. W fiod that i

Application Document Ref: 8.3.2(AC)
Planning Inspectorate Scheme Ref: EN01035
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Statement of Common Ground with the Environment Agency S t o N e s t r e et
Green Solar
Ref Relevant Description of EA Current Position Applicant’s Current Position Status

Application Matter
Document

FRA-rowassessment also shows a
net increase in flood storage
capacity within Aldington Flood
Storage Area.

213 RRWR Issue 3 - Flood Solution:The-applicant should-also | AsNoted. See response as above. Agreed
Storage confirmThe EA are satisfied with

Calculations the updated Flood Risk
Assessment (FRA) (Doc Ref.
5.4(A)) which has confirmed that
there is no loss of flood storage
capacity in Aldington Flood Storage
Area from the landscaping works
including but limited to the
woodland planting, tree planning,
habitat scrapes and habitat ponds.

Application Document Ref: 8.3.2(AC)
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Statement of Common Ground with the Environment Agency

Ref

Relevant
Application
Document

Description of
Matter

EA Current Position

Stonestreet

Green Solar

Applicant’s Current Position

Status

22/44/2024(EA) No further

2.14
to 17

Application Document Ref: 8.3.2(AC)

RRWR

Issue 4 —
Unrestricted
access

Planning Inspectorate Scheme Ref: EN01035

Situation—\AeThe EA will need
unrestricted access to Aldington
Flood Storage Area at the North
end for continued maintenance and
particularly in emergency situations.
This may include delivering plant to
the site. WeThe EA also require
unrestricted access to the EA
owned assets on the south end of
Field 24 downstream of the Hydro-
brake outlet.

bpapoa o pron o pmnnlo o copny
(it Al

eod oo fene

Solution:-The applicant-should

ensureEA are satisfied with the

Applicant’'s confirmation that we
have-unrestrictedthere will not be

The Project will not restrict access to
the AFSA or impinge upon any of the
Environment Agency’s land interests
and assets within the Order limits.

Paragraph 3.6.2 of the Outline
CEMP (Doc Ref. 7.8(A)) [REP1-044]
states ‘Access to the Aldington Flood
Storage [Area] for the Environment
Agency will be maintained at all
fimes’. The same commitment is
made for the decommissioning stage
at paragraph 3.6.2 of the Outline
DEMP (Doc Ref. 7.12) [APP-157]. In
relation to the operational phase of
the Project, paragraph 4.3.1 of the
Outline Operational Management
Plan (‘OMP’) (Doc Ref. 7.11(A))
[REP1-050] requires the detailed
OMP to include ‘Measures to allow

Agreed
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Statement of Common Ground with the Environment Agency ) S t o N e s t r e et

Green Solar
Ref Relevant Description of EA Current Position Applicant’s Current Position Status
Application Matter
Document

restricted access to-oursite-at-all the Environment Agency appropriate
times-duringupon any of the EA’s access to the AFSA’.

W and after Additional drawings have been
: prepared to show the indicative cable

Solution:-The applicant should route. -The drawings show that the

ensure-the-developmentkeeps-EA | installation of cabling across the
access-to-assets-onField-24 access to the primary substation will

unaffected. not restrict the ability of the EA to

22/41/2024(EA) Thi access their assets. The proposed

addresses-our requests—Further cable will use the underground

o il L o wih ducting as illustrated in drawing 142-
02-48-EA-02 Duct Area ISS01. The

duct weuldwill be installed in 2two
16/01/2025-(EA)-Status-changed-as | sections allowing half of the access
-agreed~. Please notify the EA route to remain open during this
Asset Performance Team prior to installation process.
works starting on the cable routing
across the northern access road.

During construction, access would
be secured through the use of road
plates that could be placed over duct
trenches when required.

These works would be programmed
for summer months, or dry periods,
to further reduce any risk, with the
cables then be pulled though at a
later date with no impact to the
access route.

An updated AFSA (ES Volume 4
Appendix 10.4: Aldington Flood
Storage Area Risk Assessment

Application Document Ref: 8.3.2(AC)
Planning Inspectorate Scheme Ref: EN01035
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Statement of Common Ground with the Environment Agency

Ref

Relevant
Application
Document

Description of
Matter

EA Current Position

Stonestreet

Green Solar

Applicant’s Current Position

Status

(Doc Ref. 5.4(A)) [REP1-034] will
behas been provided at Deadline 1
(10t December) that-will

ieorporateincorporates the above
commitments.

2.18
to 20

Application Document Ref: 8.3.2(AC)

RRWR

Issue 5 -
Drainage and
impact on the
East Stour water
levels

Planning Inspectorate Scheme Ref: EN01035

Situation-The drainage strategy on
the site adjacent to the East Stour
downstream of the hydro-brake
outlet on the south end of Field 24
may increase water levels in this
area. There is a privately owned
sluice gate downstream of the
outlet that the owner operates to
always ensure they have water
ponding in their garden. This
restricts the maximum flow on this
section of river.

I  The drai Lt
j However, the waterlevel

—LI T L
downstream-

An Outline OSWDS (Doc Ref:
TA4(- e boorrproraac o
demonstrateC)) demonstrates that
the Project would have a neutral
effect on the volumes and rate of
storm water runoff, and the
operation of the private sluice on the
river should have no influence on
this matter. Requirement 11
(Operational surface water drainage)
in Schedule 2 of the Draft DCO
(Doc Ref. 3.1(BE)) then secures
detailed design approval of drainage
details by ABC, which would have
appropriate regard to these
considerations.

Agreed
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Statement of Common Ground with the Environment Agency

Ref

Relevant
Application
Document

Description of
Matter

EA Current Position

Stonestreet

Green Solar

Applicant’s Current Position

Status

22111H2024(EA)We are satisfied
with thisthe Applicant’s response- to

the drainage impact on the East
Stour water levels. No further

comments. Status-changed-to
‘Q g :E E E"

2.21
to 23

Application Document Ref: 8.3.2(AC)

Issue 6 —
Aldington Flood
Storage Area
standoff area

Planning Inspectorate Scheme Ref: EN01035

SlieerThe Srmeendes
providedEA noted the updates in
the FRA (Doc Ref. 5.4(A)) and the
Aldington Flood Storage Area Risk
Assessment (AFSARA}does et
satisfyon the changes in the
standoff area to address the

standoff document we-previeusly
shared-{see-in Appendix A in-this
letter}{APP-097 —Doc 54

Cpi 'S ] ;
Sl desossmmann

The standoff area shown in ES
Volume 4, Appendix 10.4:
Aldington Flood Storage Area
Risk Assessment (Doc Ref. 5.4(A))
[REP1-034] wil-behas been updated
so that it aligns with the standoff area
shown in Appendix A of yeurthe EA’s
response letter. -That document
willhas also bebeen updated to
explicitly discuss the points below

esreread o Liene e L

The update confirms that all solar
panels, fencing and above ground
infrastructure that might restrict the
EAsEA’s ability to access and
maintain their assets are outside of

Agreed
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Green Solar
Ref Relevant Description of EA Current Position Applicant’s Current Position Status
Application Matter
Document
Impact: We may be unable to the standoff zone. There are
maintain-our-owned-assetsresulting | however three points where
inan-increase-in-floodrisk- proposed works would extend inside
Solution-\Works-should : this standoff area. These are:
outside of the standoff area 1) The temporary access track to the

previeusly-provided-to-the-applicant. | south where it crosses the outlet
The-Aldington-Flood-Storage-Area | from the AFSA — this temporary
Risk-Assessment-shallbe-amended | feature is positioned within the

to reflect this standofl area (see standoff because the crossing has to

[ -EA’s Written be as close as possible to a right

Representation Letter submitted at | angle to the East Stour River
Deadline 1. channel. Repositioning it further west
22/44/2024(EA) W | f would result in a greater impact on
tnity § oW ERAP trees (including the loss of a large
licati 1 Iated Category B tree) and impacts the

| s_Standoff area overlap existing public footbridge and right of
points 2 ana 3 are off the flood way. We can confirm that this feature
defence asset and on natural high will not require any excavations, will
ground. WeThe EA are satisfied ,E’e permeable andl will be for

with the solutions to maintain emporary use only.

ewurtheir access during the 2) The access track where it enters
construction of these. Point 3 is the main project substation — the
more significant as where the works associated with this are above
overlap is indicated weEA have ground only comprise improvements

drains in that area. The construction | to the surface treatment only.
of the access track along the
standoff area and above the outlet
will need to be reviewed to ensure it
has no impact on eurtheir asset, but

3) The cable route to the main
project substation — it is not possible
to relocate the underground cable
route fully outside the area you have

Application Document Ref: 8.3.2(AC)
Planning Inspectorate Scheme Ref: EN01035
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Statement of Common Ground with the Environment Agency

Ref Relevant
Application

Document

Description of
Matter

EA Current Position

Applicant’s Current Position

Status

Stonestreet
Green Solar

Application Document Ref: 8.3.2(AC)

Planning Inspectorate Scheme Ref: EN01035

this will be picked up as part of the
FRAP process. WeThe EA will also
need to agree an access licence
through legal for use of eurthe EA’s
land.

04/12/2024 (EA) The status should
we have reviewed the updated
decumpopt e Lot oo torpne I

: .
Sub.“;.'ttfd b. ? t.ll'e appheantand-are
delo e et e b pond o0

“Agreed”—WeEA will review the
FRAP application details-once

submitted.

advised is required as the AFSA
standoff. However, in response to
yourthe EA’s comments we have
minimised any impact and relocated
the trench to the far north of this
area. As aresult, the cable crosses
the standoff above the projected
maximum flood level and outside the
embankment area so there can be
no risk to the structural integrity of
the embankment.

None of these elements will restrict
the EA’s ability to access and
maintain their assets and, as set out
in Schedule of Other Consents
and Licences (Doc Ref. 3.4} [APP-
0181(A)) these works would only be
progressed following receipt of a
FRAP from the EA.
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Statement of Common Ground with the Environment Agency

~ A /
- Stonestreet
" 1Green Solar

Ref Relevant Description of EA Current Position Applicant’s Current Position Status
Application Matter
Document
2.24 WR Issue 7 — Flood Situation: There is currently no AHThe Applicant has discussed this | AgreedUnd
to 26 Mitigation requirementfor-the-developmentto | matter further with the EA, and er
Measures e Requirement 11 has been amended | diseussion

Application Document Ref: 8.3.2(AC)

Implementation

Planning Inspectorate Scheme Ref: EN01035

to reflect the EA request, which
secures a detailed floodplain
compensation scheme:

Operational surface water drainage
strateqy and flood compensation

storage

11.—(1) No phase of the authorised
development may commence until—

(a) a OSWDS for that phase has
been submitted to and approved by
the local planning authority, such
approval to be in consultation with
the Environment Agency and the
lead local flood authority; and

(b) a detailed floodplain
compensation scheme for that phase
has been submitted to and approved
by the local planning authority, such
approval to be in consultation with
the Environment Agency.

(2) The OSWDS for each phase of
the authorised development must be
in accordance with the outline
OSWDS.
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" Green Solar
Ref Relevant Description of EA Current Position Applicant’s Current Position Status
Application Matter
Document

Requirement: The development (3) The OSWDS for each phase of
must be-carried-outinaccordance the authorised development must be

with-the-consented Flood Risk implemented as approved.

ASBOSEMOnt ‘l.d”'gte“ Foed (4) When considered as a whole
W‘Mﬁe{m across all phases of the authorised
ng%%mm% development, the detailed floodplain
(including-butnotlimited to-the compensation schemes approved
Outiine-Operational Suriace-Water pursuant to paragraph (1)(b) must

di . d with th 'Th?i tt include mitigation measures that are

tr:sc;usse Wi " = agp icant team in accordance with the measures
elr_concerns owgr S d described in Appendix 10.2: Flood

requirement covering the FRA. The Risk Assessment of the

EA have ther.efore suqqes.ted environmental statement relating to

another requirement wording flood storage upstream and

instead, targeted only at the flood downstream of the Aldington Flood

compensation scheme which Storage Area embankment
remains their main concern, and :

confirm they are happy that the (5) The detailed floodplain

FRA is listed on the DCO as part of | compensation scheme for each

the documents to the certified. This | Rhase of the authorised development
requirement will enable the EA to must be implemented and

recheck calculations and ensure the | maintained as approved.

scheme to be implemented is fit for | |4 has been confirmed that all

purpose at the time works are to mitigation relied on by the ES
commence. Wording is requested Volume 4, Appendix 10.2: Flood
as follows: Risk Assessment (Doc Ref 5.4(A))
Flood compensatory storage [REP1-036] [REP1-037] and [REP1-
(1) No part of the authorised 038] arehave been secured by either
the Design Principles; (Doc Ref.

development is to commence 7.5(C)), or the Outline OSWDS (Doc

Application Document Ref: 8.3.2(AC)
Planning Inspectorate Scheme Ref: EN01035
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: Green Solar
Ref Relevant Description of EA Current Position Applicant’s Current Position Status
Application Matter
Document

until a detailed floodplain Ref: 7.14(B))}—This-securesC)).

compensation scheme for that | These documents secure all

part, that reflects the mitigation relied on by the FRA and

mitigation within the flood risk | AFSA. -Requirement 11 (Operational

assessment, has been surface water drainage) in Schedule

submitted to and approved in | 2 of the Draft DCO (Doc Ref.

writing by the local planning 3.1(BE)) then secures the

authority in consultation with commitments made by the Outline

the Environment Agency. OSWDS (Doc Ref: 7.14(BC)) and
requires that the detailed-design

(2) The scheme must be approval-of-drainage details are

implemented as approved submitted to and approved by ABC

and subsequently maintained. following consultation with the EA.
—hesosorhe s oo eoredo o o

i . .
A-reguirementof the nature
e
netThese controls are considered
necessany:
R e
; . ith the £/ hi
on-the 29* January-and-will update
the-ExA-in-due-course-to provide
appropriate securing mechanisms for
these matters.
2.2 Other Consents and Licences

Application Document Ref: 8.3.2(AC)
Planning Inspectorate Scheme Ref: EN01035
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Green Solar
Table 2--2: Other Consents and Licences
Ref Relevant Description of EA Current Position Applicant’s Current Position Status
Application Matter
Document
227to | WR Access licence An access licence will be required for | Noted.Neted The Schedule of Other | Agreed.
29 the access track improvement works | Consents and Licences (Doc Ref.
and ongoing access on Environment | 3.4 (A)) has been updated to include
Agency land under Land Registry the access licence for the access track
Title Number: K514584. improvement works and ongoing

access on Environment Agency land.

Work planned to improve the access
track between Fields 24 and 25 will
require an access license to be
agreed with the EA in advance of any
works starting. This license can cover
the development of the site and the
ongoing use of the access track
following construction being
completed. (Field 24 and 25 shown in
Drawing number: 142-02-44-pg2,
Revision: 01, Titled: Works Plans
Sheet 2 of 5 and Drawing number:
142-02-44-pg3, Revision: 01, Titled:
Works Plans Sheet 3 of 5 in APP-009
— Doc 2.3 Work Plans)

Discussions between EA legal
representatives and developers or
landowners will be needed to agree
mutual access permissions to cover
during construction and ongoing use
of any access tracks.

Application Document Ref: 8.3.2(AC)
Planning Inspectorate Scheme Ref: EN01035
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Green Solar
Ref Relevant Description of EA Current Position Applicant’s Current Position Status
Application Matter
Document
2.30to | RRWR Environmental The Environmental Permitting The Schedule of Other Consents Agreed
32 Permits (England and Wales) Regulations and Licences (Doc Ref. 3-4}[APP-

2016 require a permit or exemption to | 61813.4(A)) provides information on
be obtained for any activities which the other consents and licences

will take place: outside of the DCO and includes:
Environmental permit = FRAPs;
= on or within 8 metres of a main = |DB Land Drainage Consents; and

river (16 metres if tidal) = Water Discharge Activity Permits.

= on or within 8 metres of a flood
defence structure or culverted main
river (16 metres if tidal)

FRAPs will be sought as appropriate
under the Environmental Permitting
(England and Wales) Regulations

= on or within 16 metres of a sea 2016.

defence The Applicant notes that extensive

= involving quarrying or excavation | discussions regarding the Project have
within 16 metres of any main river, | taken place with the EA during the pre-
flood defence (including a remote | application period and no concerns
defence) or culvert regarding the proposals have been

raised that would suggest permits will

in the floodplain of a main river if not be forthcoming.

the activity could affect flood flow
or storage and potential impacts

are not controlled by a planning
permission

Eor furt ” I .
| . I .
or-contactour-National- Customer

Application Document Ref: 8.3.2(AC)
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Green Solar
Ref Relevant Description of EA Current Position Applicant’s Current Position Status

Application Matter
Document

(Monday-to-Friday-8am-to-6pm)-orby

The applicant should not assume that
a permit will automatically be
forthcoming once planning
permission has been granted, and
wethe EA advise themthe Applicant
to consult with usthem at the earliest
opportunity.

46/04/2025(EA)WeThe EA note that
the ‘Environmental Permitting
(England and Wales) Regulations
2016’ have not been listed under
‘Schedule 3 - Legislation to be
disapplied’ of the updated Draft
Development Consent Order (Doc
Ref : 3.1(B)). WeThe EA are satisfied
that FRAPs will need to be applied
for, for this development.

Application Document Ref: 8.3.2(AC)
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Application Document Ref: 8.3.2(AC)
Planning Inspectorate Scheme Ref: EN01035
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Stonestreet

Green Solar
2.3 Ecology
Table 2--3: Ecology
Ref Relevant Description of EA Current Position Applicant’s Current Position Status
Application Matter
Document
3.1to | RRWR Overview During previous discussions,-euf Noted Agreed
3.2 requirements included consideration
of rivers, river margins, the need for
river habitat surveys and species
surveys for some riparian mammals.
The consultation documents wethat
have reviewed have included most of
the information wethe EA requested
be provided.
3.4 WR Issue 7 - Invasive | Situation:-While giant rhubarb The Outline CEMP (Doc Ref. 7.8(A)) | Agreed
species (giant Gunnera spp. was not reported as [REP1-044] sets out the-general
rhubarb Gunnera) | per Table 9.9: Summary of Recent mitigation measures that would be
Invasive Species Records in the cesboedospo cocone o unle
Biodiversity Chapter of the which-include-measures to prevent
Environmental Statement (ES), it is and control the spread of invasive non-
known to be in the catchment native species. Detailed CEMP(s) are
upstream of the development site. then secured by Requirement 6 in
The cultivation of Gunnera is now Schedule 2 of the Draft DCO (Doc
banned. (APP-033 — Doc 5.2 Ref. 3.1(BE)), which would ensure that
Environmental Statement Volume 2: appropriate measures to control the
Main Text Chapter 9: Biodiversity) spread of invasive species are applied
Solution= Wi tchingbriefs | during each relevant stage in the
the Ecol = | Clerks-of Worl construction. The Detailed CEMP(s)
would include consideration of all
Application Document Ref: 8.3.2(AC) 35
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Application Matter
Document
planned-forworks-nearthe East relevant species listed under Schedule
e cne e olen 9 of the Wildlife and Countryside Act
beincluded and, if any specimens 1981 (as amended). The Outline
fedme et connlonpenl o Lo oy CEMP (Doc Ref. 7.8(A)) [REP1-044]
should be eradicated. and Outline DEMP (Doc Ref. 7.12)
04/12/2024 (EA)— W toAt [APP-157] includesinclude a
Deadline 1, the EA noted that giant | fequirement for supervision by an
rhubarb Gunnera is listed in schedule E.COIQQ'Ca.I Clerk of Works W'th"n ,
9 of the Wildlife and Countryside Act, | Biodiversity Protection Zones (‘BPZs')
and welcome that the detailed CEMP Wh'(.:h will include the _Eqst Stour
(secured by Requirement 6) will corridor. Any works within B_PZs would
include it. be approved by and supervised by an
Ecological Clerk of Works.
36to | WR Issue 9 - Invasive | Situation:--Mink was recorded as Annex 3 of the Outline LEMP (Doc Agreed
3.7 species (mink) being in the area and surveys Ref. 7.10(B)) [REP3-020] includes a
confirmed their presence, as per requirement for pre-commencement
Table 9.9: Summary of Recent surveys of invasive species, along with
Invasive Species Records in the the potential requirement for a Mink
Biodiversity Chapter of the ES. (APP- | Control Strategy should those surveys
033 — Doc 5.2 Environmental identify a level that may lead to
Statement Volume 2: Main Text impacts to water voles. The need for a
Chapter 9: Biodiversity) Mink Control Strategy would be
Selution:). This project could defined in the Deftailed LEMP, which is
contribute to the effort to eradicate securgd _by quuwement 8 (Landscape
mink in the United Kingdom with and biodiversity) efin Schedule 2 of the
support for the to be | hed Draft DCO (Doc Ref. 3.1(BE)).
27-September2024) Waterlife The Applicant notes that-no-foermal-er
Recovery Southeast (WRSE) project: | specificthe EA’s request has-been
This-contribution-would-be-inline-with | made-inrelationtofor a contribution to
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the proposal, as per Table 0.1: the WRSE, eran-explanation-as-te

Hustrative Maintenance-and whybut such a contribution weuld-be-is

ManagementSchedule Years1-5-of | agreed as not being necessary in

brotludlipo bancsornn cne planning terms. Fhis-is-Such a

e contribution would be over and above

Lol en oo Lo the agreed Mink Control Strategy,

management of invasive non-native which is-agreed-ishas already secured
e e by the Annex 3 of the Outline LEMP

7.10 Outline Landscape and (Doc Ref. 7.10(B)) [REP3-020] and
e Requirement 8 (Landscape and
Thi K of the WRSE is being led biodiversity) efin Schedule 2 of the
| hioof jigf | Draft DCO (Doc Ref. 3.1(BE)).
bodies. P Lindividual
B e
(WRT, Waterlife Recovery Trust -
.Sa"":g GH: |!|at|ue. “'Id!“:.ellz' _G'E“ the

with-WRT- (launched on WRSE,-we
Soroeeenetae e

E(Ie. ' |t.I|e EIE'EEIIEIBI|I SI I |sI|e|||es| )
2211127 September 2024-(). The EA)
No further comment but we are still
keen for the project to contribute to
WRSE-

Application Document Ref: 8.3.2(AC)
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Document
04/12/2024 (EA) Still under
46/04/inancially to WRSE and have
provided further explanations
justifying this request in their
response to the ExA's first written
questions on 29 January 2025 (EA)
“agreed-[REP3-051].
3.8to0 | WR Issue 10 - Tree Situation: The landscaping Requirement 8 (Landscape and Agreed
3.9 planting proposals-include the “planting-of biodiversity) efin Schedule 2 of the
individual native wetland feathered Draft DCO (Doc Ref. 3.1(BE)) secures
B e the detailed design of the landscape
{Fields19-and-26-29)-and-standards | scheme and would be submitted to
wibinreealna cnd srnone e and approved by LPA. The Applicant is
hedgerows™ as stated at paragraph willing to commit to discuss the
34-4-ofthe OLEMP(APP-1556—Dec | planting proposals and specification
7.10 Outline Landscape and along the East Stour River before
B detailed landscape proposals are
i . submitted to the LPA. This
J;Tpaet.—Whlle WG.M usually commitment weuld-beis secured in an
pport tree planting, there are updated-version-of-the Outline LEMP
occasions where, due to eurtheir
requirements for access for river (Doc Ref. 7.10(B)) and-submitted at
management, trees can be an Beadiine1-ot-the-Exarmination.[REPS-
obstacle to flood risk management 020]. The Outline LEMP. |n.clud_es
works. further measures to minimise risks of
debris and obstacles to flood risk
management works as follows:
Application Document Ref: 8.3.2(AC) 38

Planning Inspectorate Scheme Ref: EN01035


https://infrastructure.planninginspectorate.gov.uk/wp-content/ipc/uploads/projects/EN010135/EN010135-000937-Environment%20Agency%20-%20Responses%20to%20the%20ExA's%20first%20written%20questions%20(ExQ1).pdf
https://infrastructure.planninginspectorate.gov.uk/wp-content/ipc/uploads/projects/EN010135/EN010135-000971-EPL%20001%20Limited%20-%20Responses%20to%20the%20ExA's%20first%20written%20questions%20(ExQ1)%2020.pdf
https://infrastructure.planninginspectorate.gov.uk/wp-content/ipc/uploads/projects/EN010135/EN010135-000971-EPL%20001%20Limited%20-%20Responses%20to%20the%20ExA's%20first%20written%20questions%20(ExQ1)%2020.pdf

- Etgtement of Common Ground with the Environment Agency f St o n e St r e et

" 1Green Solar
Ref Relevant Description of EA Current Position Applicant’s Current Position Status
Application Matter
Document
Solution:Thisproblem-can-easilybe | 4.4.8 There should be no change in
e e e the creation of woody debris within the
riverside-treeplanting-with-usse-we | Aldington Flood Storage Area and any
e cleared vegetation will be removed.’
prepesed—leeaﬁgn&and—ag;ee#qem ‘4.5.8 Watercourses would be
%H%WW monitored annually. Any deadwood
published-and-contractors retained: that becomes dislodged and blocks the
s o A e e central channel will be removed or
be keptas‘Underdiscussion”until repositioned should it pose a flood risk
oo es e e b Lo e d and any unwanted vegetation and
Outline LEMP to be formally litter/debris would also be removed
Sbees e cenles o o0 o from the watercourses on a monthly
satisfied with it. basis under ecological supervision if
16/014/2025 (EA) We-havereviewed | 16cessary...’
and are satisfied with the updated R R
Outline LEMP (Doc ref. 7.11(Ap)-—We | confirmation-thatthe-updatesto-the
note)) which confirms the suitability of | Outline LEMP-(Doec-Ref—7-10(B))-are
the proposed locations of the Sesopio oo
riverside tree planting. It is noted that
the Environment Agency hashave
been added as a statutory consultee
for the approval of the Detailed
LEMPs secured by Requirement 8 of
the Draft DCO (Doc Ref. 3.1(C))
which weEA are satisfied with.
3.11to | RRWR Issue 11 - Beavers | Situation-Pre-commencement Beavers are included within the Pre- Agreed
12 surveys listed in paragraph 5.3.3 of Sopsrpopenpoab o oo g

Application Document Ref: 8.3.2(AC)
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Document
the OLEMP do not specifically mammals). This commitment is listed
include beaver (APP-155 - Doc 7.10 | at-Annex 3: Indicative Mitigation and
Outline Landscape and Ecological Enhancement Measures of the
Management Plan). Outline LEMP (Doc Ref. 7.10(B))
Solution-Beaver should be added to [REP3-020] includes the commitment
the list of species for which surveys fqr Pr_e-commencement_surveys
will be completed. grlparlan mammals), which would
include ‘water voles, otter, beavers’.
These surveys are secured by the
Outline LEMP (Doc Ref.
740(B))7.10(B)) [REP3-020] and
would be submitted within the Detailed
LEMPs submitted to discharge
Requirement 8 (Landscape and
biodiversity) efin Schedule 2 of the
Draft DCO (Doc Ref. 3.1(BE)).
3.13to | RRWR Issue 11 - Situation:-Section 6.17 ‘Proposed ES Volume 2, Chapter 8: Landscape | Agreed
3.14 Aquatic/Marginal Aquatic/Marginal Planting’ of the and Views (Doc Ref. 5.2(A)) [AS-012]
planting original OLEMP deesdid not refer to notes at paragraph 8.6.23 that native
provenance provenance of the species that are species would be used.
bein_g planted (APP-155 — Doc .7'10 The Applicant is willing to commit to
I\Oﬂgtrll'ge Landtslcaz?pe and Ecological native species being used for the
gement Plan). Project, and which would be
Seolution:-Specimens that are of local | detailedincluded in the detailed
provenance should be procured. All landscape proposals; submitted to the
specimens must also be carefully LPA. This commitment weuld-beis
checked for the presence of aquatic secured in an-updated-version-ofthe
non-natives. s e
speecificalhy-Section 6.17 —(Proposed
Application Document Ref: 8.3.2(AC) 40
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29/11/2024 (EA) The status should
be-keptas—UnderFollowing further
discussion™untilbwe-have reviewed
Heoomde oo Colpe L oo
‘ I brnittad by i i
and-are-satisfied with it

and-arethe Applicant, the EAare
satisfied with the updated Outline

LEMP (Doc ref. 7.11(A)—We-note

that the Environment Agency has
been-added-as)) in response to this

matter. The EA are a statutory
consultee for the approval of the
Detailed LEMPs secured by
Requirement 8 of the Draft DCO
(Doc Ref. 3.1(C)) which wethe EA
are satisfied with.

Aquatic / Marginal Planting;-submitted
Deadline 1 of the E ation.

”'eﬁ.’ :ppllleantlanalus tlnel EAS I
acceptable:) of the Outline LEMP
(Doc Ref. 7.10(B)) [REP3-020].
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Ref Relevant Description of Matter EA Current Position Applicant’s Current Position Status
Application
Document
4.1 RRWR Ground Water and WeThe EA have reviewed the Noted. Agreed
Contaminated Land relevant documents related to
land contamination and risks
posed to groundwater for the
proposed development. WWeThe
EA are satisfied that risks to
groundwater have been
appropriately considered and that
the mitigation measures
proposed are acceptable.
4.2 RRWR Horizontal Directional WeThe EA understand that the A series of mitigation measures Agreed
Drilling project will include horizontal are secured in paragraph 4.8.7
directional drilling. We-note-that ‘Watercourse crossings/HDD’ of
furtherFurther liaison with usthe the Outline CEMP (Doc Ref.
EA and compilation of site- 7.8(A)) [REP1-044] and in the
specific risk assessments (as part | Outline DEMP (Doc Ref. 7.12)
of the detailed CEMP) will be [APP-157].
undertake_n fo address these An HDD risk assessment will be
wor}(s which we_’she E.A welcome. provided as part of the detailed
Various other mitigation CEMP(s) and the Emergency
measures are propoged for other Preparedness Plan (‘EPP) will
\a/gﬂ\ilc'ffss) (?ﬁgﬁ ;eg;ev:/“hr;ghogre include actions required in the
standard best practice (APP-153 ﬁzznst of a breakout of HDD
- 7.8 Outline Construction '
Application Document Ref: 8.3.2(AC) 49
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Document
Environmental Management A series of mitigation measures
Plan). to protect the water environment
22/41/2024(EA) Neted and surface water quality during
' all construction activities are
secured in paragraph 4.8.10
‘General Measures’ of the
Outline CEMP (Doc Ref. 7.8(A))
| [REP1-044] and in the Outline
DEMP (Doc Ref. 7.12) [APP-
157].
‘ 4.3 RRWR Land Contamination We-furtherThe EA understand the | Noted. Agreed
Assessments land contamination assessments
have concluded that the risk to
controlled waters is low to very
low, and as such no specific
remediation is required/proposed.
‘ Based on the information wethe
EA have reviewed-we, they agree
with those conclusions (APP-035
— Doc 5.2) Environmental
Statement Volume 2: Main Text
Chapter 11: Land
Contamination).
Application Document Ref: 8.3.2(AC) 43
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25 Water Quality

Table 2:-5: Water FrameworkDirective-AssessmentQuality

Ref Relevant Description of Matter EA Current Position Applicant’s Current Position Status
Application
Document

5.1 WR Overview Given the potential for high- Noted. Agreed
risk surface water pollution
from silt, oil, chemicals, etc.,
the pollution prevention
measures outlined in the
Outline Battery Safety
Management Plan (BSMP)
and the Outline Construction
Environment Management
Plan (CEMP) are satisfactory
and appear to meet high
standards (APP-153 — Doc 7.8
Outline Construction
Environmental Management
Plan; APP-161 — Doc 7.16
Outline Battery Safety
Management Plan).

16/01/2025({The EA}We-note
are satisfied that the

Environment-Ageney-hasthey
have been added as a
statutory consultee for the
approval of the Detailed
BSMP, Detailed CEMP,
Operational Management Plan
and DEMP secured by

Application Document Ref: 8.3.2(AC)
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Document
Requirements 5, 6 12 and 14
of the Draft DCO (Doc Ref.
3.1(C)) which we are satisfied
52to |WR Issue 13 — Water Pollution Situation-The key measures | Noted. The Outline CEMP AgreedYnd
3 Measures Implementation identified in the plans are: (Doc Ref. 7.8(A)) [REP1-044] | er
- Water quality surveys: T sets out the general mitigation | diseussion
m lucted-prior tot measures that would be
commencementof applied during the construction
tructiont tablist works, which include
| I it | measures to prevent and
itori : £ \wal I control potential pollution and
Luring truction.in ! ensure water quality during
East Sf R { Ordi construction. -Detailed
Wt | CEMP(s) are then secured by
| | £ the i Requirement 6 in Schedule 2
' of the Draft DCO (Doc Ref.
« Oil, chemicals, and 3.1(DE)), which would ensure
machinery storage:Fhese-will | that appropriate water quality
bekeptinbundedareasand | control measures.
away-from-any-watercourses: .
The Outline OSWDS (Doc
- Silt management:Silt-laden | Ref. 7.14(BC)) then secures
surface-waterwillbe-directed | the operational water quality
across-vegetated-zones-—or measures, including the
through-mesh-feneing-te commitment that firewater
capture-sediment-Alternatives; | collected and retained within
sueh-as-sediment-traps-or the affected compound area
settlementlagoons;may-alse | would be pumped to tanker
be-considered: and removed from Site for
Application Document Ref: 8.3.2(AC) 45
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* Inverter and Battery unit treatment and disposal at a
location:—Fhe-location-of suitable licenced facility
inverter and battery units will (paragraph 4.8.5).
be ealelullly planne. 9o ehstre Paragraph 4.8.2 then notes
tha%any—ﬂ%ewa%er—is%entamedr, ‘Inverter Stations and Project
p'e"e“t"'g. any polited-watel Substations compounds will be
#em—lea&nngehe . constructed with an
W impermeable lining and with

' stormwater storage provided
* Firewater management: above this within a gravel
Collected firewater will be subbase’.
P u||||sed|||ﬁnts EEIIII|EEIS. E"E'd Requirement 11 (Operational

. surface water drainage) in
treatment and dispesalata | gonequle 2 of the Draft DCO
Heensed-facikty- (Doc Ref. 3.1(DE)) then
* Sustainable Drainage secures the commitments
Systems (SuDS):—Fhe made by the Outline OSWDS
e eelen e e g (Doc Ref: 7.14(BC)) and the
sbope s sss sy e el detailed design approval of
with-a-penstock-to-preventany | drainage details by ABC,
chechargec o the sopme o following consultation with the
watercourses-in-the-eventofa | EA. These controls are
pollution incident or considered to provide
Soplmmmetoc et appropriate securing
Selution: WeThe EA require mechanisms for these matters.
that these pollution prevention | In the context of the above, no
measures be fully further requirements are
implemented throughout the considered necessary.
construction, operational, and
Application Document Ref: 8.3.2(AC) 46
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Ref Relevant Description of Matter EA Current Position Applicant’s Current Position Status
Application
Document

decommissioning phases. It is
crucial that all contractors and
subcontractors are made
aware of these measures to
ensure protection of surface
water from contamination.
WeThe EA also require that
the results of the Water Quality
Surveys be shared with the
Environment Agency. Fhe

Application Document Ref: 8.3.2(AC)
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Applicant’s Current Position

Status

54to | WR

Application Document Ref: 8.3.2(AC)

Advice to applicant: Dewatering
permit

Planning Inspectorate Scheme Ref: EN01035

One aspect not clearly
addressed in the plans is the
potential need for dewatering
from excavations. This project
may require temporary
dewatering during the
construction phase. According
to the Environment Agency's
Regulatory Position Statement
(RPS) 261, dewatering is
allowed for up to 3 consecutive

Noted.

Agreed
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Ref Relevant Description of Matter EA Current Position Applicant’s Current Position Status
Application
Document

months. If the discharge
activity is expected to exceed
3 consecutive months, a Water
Discharge Activity Permit will
be required.

Application Document Ref: 8.3.2(AC) 49
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Water Framework Directive Assessment

Table 2--6: Water Framework Directive Assessment

Stonestreet
Green Solar

Ref Relevant Description of Matter EA Current Position Applicant’s Current Position Status
Application
Document
2.6.1 S42 Scope of Water Framework The EA isare content that the This scope is reflected in ES Agreed
Consultation Directive (WFD) Assessment scope of the ES Volume 4, Volume 4, Appendix 10.3:
Response to Appendix 10.3: WFD WFD Assessment (Doc Ref.
2023 Statutory Assessment (Doc Ref. 5.4) is | 5.4(A)) [AS-013] and relevant
Consultation appropriate. correspondence with the EA is
provided as Annex C of the
same Appendix.
2.6.2 S42 WFD (Assessment of Effects) The EA isare content that the ES Volume 4, Appendix 10.3: | Agreed
Consultation ES Volume 4, Appendix 10.3: | WFD Assessment (Doc Ref.
Response to WFD Assessment (Doc Ref. | 5.4(A)) [AS-013] demonstrates
2023 Statutory 5.4) provides a reasonable that watercourse crossings will
Consultation assessment of the potential not affect the geomorphology,
effects of the Project. ecology or water quality of the
watercourse.
Application Document Ref: 8.3.2(AC) 50
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	1 Introduction
	1.1 Purpose of this Statement of Common Ground
	1.1.1 This Statement of Common Ground (‘SoCG’) has been prepared to support an application (the ‘Application’) for a Development Consent Order (‘DCO’) from the Secretary of State for Energy Security and Net Zero under Section 37 of the Planning Act 20...
	1.1.2 This SoCG has been prepared between (1) the Applicant and the Environment Agency (‘EA’) (jointly referred to as the ‘Parties’). It has been prepared in accordance with The Planning Act 2008: Examination stage for Nationally Significant Infrastru...
	1.1.3 The EA is listed as a prescribed consultee in Schedule 1 of the Infrastructure Planning (Applications: Prescribed Forms and Procedure) Regulations 20091F  and so has been consulted during the preparation of the Application and following its acce...
	1.1.4 The Examining Authority has requested that the SoCG include the following matters as set out in the Rule 6 Letter [PD-004] (Dated 22 October 2024) (Annex G).
	1.1.5 This document has also been prepared in the context of the Initial Assessment of Principal Issues (Annex C), in particular:
	1.1.6 It is agreed that any matters not specifically referred to in the final version of this SoCG are not of material interest or relevance to the representations submitted to the Examining Authority by the EA (the ‘Representations’) and therefore ha...
	1.1.7 This SoCG has been produced to confirm to the Examining Authority where agreement has been reached between the Parties, where agreement has not been reached (and that is the parties’ final position) and where discussions are still ongoing. This ...

	1.2 Description of the Project
	1.2.1 The Project comprises the construction, operation and maintenance, and decommissioning of solar photovoltaic ('PV') arrays and energy storage, together with associated infrastructure and an underground cable connection to the existing National G...
	1.2.2 The Project will include a generating station (incorporating solar arrays) with a total capacity exceeding 50 megawatts (‘MW’). The agreed grid connection for the Project will allow the export and import of up to 99.9 MW of electricity to the gr...
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	1.4.1 The Applicant has undertaken consultation and engagement with the EA throughout the development of the Application. The Applicant consulted the EA, as a prescribed consultee, in accordance with section 42 of The Planning Act (as amended) about t...
	1.4.2 As highlighted in the EA Relevant Representation (‘RR’Written Representations (‘WR’) (paras 1.2 and 1.3) [REP1-083], the Applicant has held extensive discussions and has a positive working relationship with the ApplicantEA and a number of altera...
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	1.4.5 It is agreed that this is an accurate record of the key meetings and consultation undertaken between the Parties in relation to the issues addressed in this SoCG as at the date of this SoCG.
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	1.5.3 The following terminology is applied in Section 2:
	1.5.4 For any issues that are 'Under Discussion', the Parties have also indicated the likelihood that disagreement will remain by the end of the Examination using a “Low” (Green), “Medium” (Amber) and “High” (Red) traffic light model, as requested in ...
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